During a botanical excursion of the alpine meadows in the state of Uttarakhand, we came across a viviparous species under the genus Bistorta (Polygonaceae). Subsequently, the taxon was also recorded from the Great Himalayan National Park, Himachal Pradesh. The gross morphology suggested this plant belong to B. tenuifolia but we found differences in the shape of perianth lobe and the size of stamens from those of the typical B. tenuifolia. On the basis of the acute perianth lobes, the minute stamens that are included in the perianth and the reniform anthers, we describe a new variety, B. tenuifolia var. gidarensis and compared it with the nominal variety and the related species B. vivipara.
Introduction
Polygonaceae Juss. is a cosmopolitan family including 48 genera and about 1200 species (Sanchez & Kron 2008 , Li et al. 2003 all characterized by the presence of an ocrea that derived from the fusion of the stipules. In the present study a new variety of B. tenuifolia from the Western Himalaya is described. During the survey of alpine meadows in Western Himalaya, we found a viviparous species of Bistorta which was different from the B. vivipara and had affinities with B. tenuifolia.
Material and methods
Twenty five specimens were collected from three localities, of which Gidara and Kanasar are located in Uttarakhand and Great Himalayan National Park in Himachal Pradesh. The exsiccata were deposited in the
